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To speed boat traffic on the North Oxford Canal, in 1837 the route was shortened
by 11 miles. Often this was achieved by the simple means of cutting a sharpcorner
and blocking off one end of the redundant part, leaving an arm which could then be
used as a wharf for mooring maintenance boats or load-carrying working boats

awaiting their next contract. This left the main canal towing path clear of moored
boats which would have been an obstruction for the horses, which at the time,
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Beam between 6ft 10" (2.08m) and 7" (2.13m) (of narrow canals)
Between 8ft 5" (2.56m) and 11ft (3.35m)

Between 12ft 6" (3.81m) and 13ft 6" (4.11m)

sssssssm—— 13ft 10" (4.21m) (of broad canals) and above

Broad but short locks
messssssss———— - 62t 4" (1Sm) for Leeds and Liverpool Canal
- 57ft 5" (17.5m) for Calder and Hebble Navigaticn

Disused, watered section
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